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In this season, when many religious faiths anticipate the hope of new light and life, we, the 
religious leaders of San Francisco, pause to offer prayers of new light and life for Mayor Edwin 
M. Lee, who passed away early this morning.  We extend heartfelt sympathies to his wife Anita 
and their daughters Tania and Brianna. 
 
A great friend, supporter and partner of San Francisco's religious community, Mayor Lee always 
sought the counsel of and engaged faith leaders in responding to our City's challenges of 
homelessness, housing affordability, civil, human and immigrant rights, as well championing 
efforts to protect our most vulnerable residents. His decades of service, tireless efforts to better 
life for all of our residents and  love for San Francisco are his precious legacy. 
 



At this most difficult time, Clergy are asked to remember Mayor Lee at their worship services 
as well as to lift up in prayer our Acting Mayor London Breed and our City of San Francisco. 
 
May the memories of times shared with Mayor Lee bring strength and comfort to us all and to 
our City. 

 
Kaushik Roy,  Chair, San Francisco Interfaith Council 
Rita R. Semel, Past Chair, San Francisco Interfaith Council 
Michael G. Pappas, Executive Director, San Francisco Interfaith Council 
 
Imam Abu Qadir Al-Amin, Resident Imam, San Francisco Muslim Community Center 
Rev. Deborah Alvarez-Rodriguez, Pastor, Jones United Methodist Church 
The Rt. Rev. Marc Handley Andrus,  Bishop, The Episcopal Diocese of California  
Fr. Mesrop Ash, Parish Priest, St. John Armenian Apostolic Church 
Fatih Ferdi Ates, Director, Pacifica Institute 
The Rev. Sally Bingham, President, The Regeneration Project, California Interfaith Power & Light 
Rev. Dr. Amos C. Brown, Pastor, Third Baptist Church & President, SF Branch-NAACP 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, Archdiocese of San Francisco 
Rev. Staci Current, District Superintendent Bay District, CA-NV Annual Conference UMC 
Rev. Eijan Linda Ruth Cutts , Central Abbess, San Francisco Zen Center 
Sister Chandru Desai, Director, Brahma Kumaris Meditation Center, SF 
The Reverend Elizabeth Ekdale, Lead Pastor, St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
Maha Elgenaidi, Chief Executive Officer, Islamic Networks Group (ING) 
Rev. Paul J. Fitzgerald, S.J., President, University of San Francisco  
Rev. Victor H. Floyd, Calvary Presbyterian Church (USA) 
David Garfield, President, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, San Francisco Stake 
His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos, Greek Orthodox Metropolis of San Francisco 
Iftekhar Hai, President, United Muslims of America Interfaith Alliance 
Rev. Maggi Henderson, Pastor, Old First Presbyterian Church 
The Rev. Mark W. Holmerud, Bishop, Sierra Pacific Synod, ELCA 
Most Reverend William Justice, Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of San Francisco 
The Rev. Victor H. Kazanjian, Jr., Executive Director, United Religions Initiative 
Archbishop Franzo King, Saint John Coltrane AOC 
Rev. Ronald Kobata, Resident Minister, Buddhist Church of San Francisco 
Fr. Stephen Kyriacou, Dean, Annunciation Greek Orthodox Cathedral 
Rev. Deborah Lee, Program Director, Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity 
Rev. Joann H. Lee, Calvary Presbyterian Church (USA) 
Rev. Junchol Lee, Senior Pastor, San Francisco Swedenborgian Church 
Rev. Dr. James McCray, Jr., Executive Director, Tabernacle Community Development Corp. 
Rev. Maggie Oman Shannon, Senior Minister, Unity Spiritual Center of San Francisco 
Robert T. Phillips, The Baha'i Community of San Francisco 
Elder Jay D. Pimentel of the Seventy, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Abby Porth, Executive Director, Jewish Community Relations Council 
Rabbi Larry Raphael, Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Sherith Israel 
Rev. Vanessa Rush Southern, Senior Minister, First Unitarian Universalist Society of SF 
Rabbi Beth Singer, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Emanu-El 
Rabbi Jonathan Singer, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Emanu-El 
Rev. Daniel Solberg, Pastor, St. Paulus Lutheran Church 
Swami Tattwamayananda, Minister, Vedanta Society of Northern California 
Rev. Dr. Jay Williams, Lead Pastor, GLIDE 
The Very Rev. Dr. Malcolm Clemens Young,  Dean, Grace Cathedral 
Rabbi Jessica Zimmernan Graf, Senior Rabbi, Congregation Sherith Israel 

 
 

For additional information please contact Michael G. Pappas at (415) 425-9631 

 


